
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. PETER

All Souls’ Lane & Rochford St., Charlottetown, P.E.I.

December  24, 2017                 The Vigil Of The Nativity

 
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Recital

11:30 p.m. Midnight Mass

The Procession:
V/ . Let us go forth in peace.
R/. In the Name of the Lord.  Amen.

Processional Hymn 614 Adeste Fideles (omit vs 4)  

Station at the Creche

V/. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.
R/. God is the Lord, who hath showed us light.

Collect Prayer Book page 107

Processional Hymn (continues)

Introit standing

The Lord hath said unto me: Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten
thee.  Why do the heathen so furiously rage together: and why do the
people imagine a vain thing?  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end.  Amen.  The Lord hath said unto me:
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  

Collect for Purity kneeling Prayer Book page  67
Kyrie Eleison            ~     Christe Eleison                 ~     Kyrie Eleison
Gloria in Excelsis         Prayer Book page  86
                   (Musical setting - Missa De Angelis, booklet p. 3)

Collect Prayer Book page 104
Epistle sitting                               Rory Francis Prayer Book page 105
Gradual  

In the day of thy power shall the people offer thee freewill offerings with
an holy worship: the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning.
The Lord said unto my Lord: Sit thou on my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool.

Alleluia standing

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  The Lord said unto me: Thou art my Son; this day
have I begotten thee.  Alleluia.

Sequence Hymn 613 vs. 1, 2 & 4  Of the Father’s Heart   -  Divinum Mysterium
Gospel Procession
Holy Gospel Prayer Book page 106

Sequence Hymn vs 5, 6 & 8  
Nicene Creed Prayer Book page  71

    (Musical setting - Missa De Angelis, booklet p. 4)
Motet Hodie Christus Natus Est            Healey Willan

Today the Christ is born: today hath a Saviour appeared: today on each Angels are
singing, Archangels rejoicing: today the righteous exult, and say: Glory to God in
the highest, Alleluya.
Sermon
Offertory Sentence 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad before the Lord, for
behold, he cometh.

Offertory Hymn 15                O little town of Bethlehem       - Forest Green
Presentation of the Elements
The Intercessions Abraham Roy

/V.     O Lord hear our prayer  
/R.     And let our cry come unto Thee.

            /V.     Rest eternal grant unto them,O Lord 
/R.     And let light perpetual shine upon them.

Invitation Prayer Book page  76
Confession & Absolution kneeling Prayer Book page  77
Sursum Corda standing Prayer Book page  78
Proper Preface of Christmas standing Prayer Book page  79
Sanctus & Benedictus Prayer Book page  81
Prayer of Consecration Prayer Book page  82
Our Father Prayer Book page  85
Prayer of Humble Access Prayer Book page  83
Agnus Dei Prayer Book page  84
Communion Sentence

In the beauties of holiness, the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the
morning. 

Holy Communion
       Every Christian who is baptized and a communicant in his or her own       
   congregation is welcome to receive Holy Communion
Communion Hymns  See Insert
Prayer of Thanksgiving Prayer Book page  85

/V. .  Depart in the peace of Christ.
/R. .  Thanks be to God. 

The Blessing Prayer Book page  86
Post Communion Hymn 24   Hark! the herald Angels sing       - Mendelssohn 
 Please remain seated for the Voluntary

Mass Setting:  Missa Brevis No. 4 "Corde Natus" -  Healey Willan

Organ Voluntary: Variations on In dulci jubilo - Denis Bédard



CATHEDRAL 150 MAJOR GIFTS CAMPAIGN 
As Parishioners    are aware, the Cathedral has been actively raising funds
through our Cathedral 150 Campaign, leading up to our 150th Anniversary
in 2019. We have now raised over $250,000 towards our $400,000 target.
We are closing in! The next stage of this initiative is a Major Gifts
Campaign. This past week, all Parishioners and Friends of St. Peter’s
received background information and a pledge  card. Please review this
information carefully, and support generously, within your means.  

                                        Rory Francis, Treasury Warden

Church Nursery

During the main Sunday morning service a qualified child care provider,
either Kelsey or Jade, will be delighted to welcome babies and pre-school
children in the nursery downstairs beside the Sunday School room.

Charlottetown Area Christian Council Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for
Saturday, January 20, 2018, from 8am to 10am at the Rodd
Charlottetown Hotel. Tickets are $15.00 including gratuity and tax, and
may be obtained at the Church Office 902-566-2102.

2018 Church Envelopes

2018 Church Envelopes are on the table in the entry way of the Church
Hall [by the Choir Room]. Please pick up your packet, but do not use these
envelopes until 2018.  Anyone who did not have envelopes for the year
2017 and would like to have a box of Envelopes for 2018, please contact
the Church Office. 

FUNDSCRIP - REMINDER - The LAST Fundscrip order to be placed

this year is December 17 and the FIRST order to be placed in the new

year is January 7, 2018. 
Care of the Kneelers

Please assist our sexton at the end of each service by picking up your
kneeling cushion and placing it on the pew.

Hospital Visitation

Please call the Church Office to inform the clergy if you or a loved one is
in the hospital.

Guide to the Sung Eucharist 
Visitors and young people may find helpful the Guide to the Sung
Eucharist, a copy of which has been placed in the pew.

Communion Hymns

1.    Silent night! Holy night! 2.   Silent night! Holy night!
       Heaven is near, earth is bright,               Skies are clear, stars are bright,
       Angel songs are heard above,                 Now the shepherds wend their way
       As the Child of peace and love               Homage to this Child to pay:
      Sleeps in Mary’s arms. He is Christ the Lord.

3.  Silent night! Holy night!
       Christ is here, all is light;

     Shadows of the past are gone
     With the advent of the Son
     Born to save us all.

________________________________________________         
1.     Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
        The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
        The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
        The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

 2.     The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
          But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
          I  love thee, Lord Jesus !  Look down from the sky,
         And stay by my bedside till morning is nigh.

3.     Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
        Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
        Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
        And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

1.   See amid the winter’s snow, 4.    ‘As we watched at dead of night

      Born for us on earth below;        Lo, we saw a wondrous light;

      See the tender Lamb appears,                        Angels singing “Peace on earth”

      Promised from eternal years.        Told us of the Saviour’s birth.’  

      (Refrain - see below)

2.   Lo, within a manger lies— 5.    Sacred Infant, all Divine,

      He who built the starry skies;                         What a tender love was thine,

      He who throned in height sublime        Thus to come from highest bliss

      Sits amid the cherubim!        Down to such a world as this!

3.   Say, ye holy shepherds, say 6.    Teach, O teach us, Holy Child,

      What your joyful news to-day;               By thy face so meek and mild,

      Wherefore have ye left your sheep        Teach us to resemble thee,

      On the lonely mountain steep?                       In thy sweet humility.

[Refrain: Hail, thou ever blessed morn; Hail, redemption’s happy dawn;

                      Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.]



The Vigil of the Nativity 2017

 Christmas Eve Recital of Organ Music

Come, Saviour of the Gentiles J.S.Bach (1685-1750)
Toccata Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
Magnificat octavi toni (select verses)  Johann E. Kindermann (1616-1655)

ANN FRANCIS  

In the Bleak Midwinter Wilbur Held (1914-2015)
Cold December Flies Away
All My Heart This Night Rejoices    
Cantilena (from Triptych on an English Noel) Franklin Ashdown ( b. 1942)
Plainsong Prelude on Divinum Mysterium Kenneth Meek (1908-1976)

GLORIA JAY

                                                                                                                          

Christmas Greetings from the Rector

To each and every one of you, a holy, blessed, and joyful Christmas.
To those who are visiting with us tonight, I extend a warm word of welcome.
May the peace and joy of Christ fill your hearts.

I extend to the members and friends of St. Peter's family best wishes
for a peaceful and holy Christmas.   May God bless you and your loved ones.

Schedule of Services for Christmas Day

  Matins: 7:30 a.m.
 Holy Eucharist 8:00 a.m.

Procession and Sung Eucharist 10:00 a.m

NEW YEARS LEVEE, December 31, 8:00 p.m to Midnight. Open House
at the Rectory, 21 Fitzroy. Everyone is welcome to drop in to  greet the New
Year.

DECEMBER 26th, 27th, 28th THE THREE DAYS AFTER CHRISTMAS,

ST. STEPHEN, ST. JOHN, THE INNOCENTS.  Easter and Pentecost have
two days following each feast to emphasize their meaning and importance.
Christmas has three.  There is more than one way to understand their significance.
Christ has three kinds of witnesses or martyrs, represented by those remembered
on these three days: first, St. Stephen, who witnessed by his willing death, both in
will and deed; second St. John who witnessed by his willing life of service, in will but
not deed; third, the Holy Innocents who witnessed, in innocent lives cruelly taken,
in deed but not will. Another way to understand their meaning is their witness of
suffering, purity and love.

DECEMBER 26th   STEPHEN, first martyr of Christianity, was according to
the Acts of the Apostles a deacon in the early church at Jerusalem who aroused the
enmity of members of various synagogues by his teachings.  Accused of blasphemy,
at his trial he made a long speech denouncing the Jewish authorities who were
sitting in judgment on him and was then stoned to death.  His martyrdom was
witnessed by Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee who would later himself become a follower
of Jesus, and become more widely known by his gentile name, Paul.  The
Martyrdom of Stephen is depicted above the door into the Sacristy of All Souls
Chapel.

DECEMBER 27th   JOHN THE EVANGELIST. Christian tradition says that
John the Evangelist was the author of the Gospel of John, in which he is never
named by referred to as “the beloved disciple”.  The three Epistles of John and the
Book of Revelation are also attributed to him.  He is identified as the Apostle John,
one of the “pillars” of the Jerusalem church after Jesus’ death.  He was one of
Christ’s original Twelve Apostles and is thought to be the only one to have lived
into old age and not be killed for his faith.  John is associated with the City of
Ephesus, where he is said to have lived and been buried.  Some believe that he was
exiled (around 95AD) to the Aegean Island of Patmos, where he wrote the Book
of Revelation.

DECEMBER 28th   THE INNOCENTS. Herod ordered the execution of all
young male children in the vicinity of Bethlehem, so as to avoid the loss of his
throne to a newborn King of the Jews whose birth had been announced to him by
the Magi.  In a way that is typical in Matthew’s Gospel, it is understood as the
fulfilment of an Old Testament prophecy: “Then was fulfilled that which was
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet, saying ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning
and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted,
because her children are no more.”  The scriptures do not justify or explain such
evil, except to acknowledge it and to say that God’s goodness exists nevertheless.

(See next page)



DECEMBER 29th   THOMAS BECKET 21 December 1118 (or 1120) -
29 December 1170) was Archbishop of Canterbury from 1162 until his murder in
1170. He engaged in conflict with Henry II of England over the rights and privileges
of the Church and was murdered by followers of the king, Henry II, in Canterbury
Cathedral.

DECEMBER 30th JOHN WYCLIFFE c.1331-30 December 1384 (1)   was an
English scholastic philosopher, theologian, lay preacher, translator, reformer and
university teacher at Oxford in England. He was an influential dissident in the
Church during the 14th century. In his preaching he advocated for wider learning,
individual conscience, and personal holiness. A precursor to the Protestant
Reformation, he has been characterized as the evening star of scholasticism and the
Morning Star of the Reformation. He was an opponent of papal authority over
secular power. Wycliffe was also an early advocate for translation of the Bible into
the common language. He completed his translation directly from the Vulgate into
vernacular English in the year 1382, now known as Wycliffe’s Bible.

DECEMBER 31st  JOHN WEST was a Church of England missionary, teacher,
and author; b. November 1778 in Farnham, Surrey, England, d. 21 December 1845
in Chettle, England. He served as the first Protestant Clergyman in Rupertsland in
Western Canada.

JANUARY 1st THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST, which occurred in
accordance with Jewish tradition, eight days after his birth was the occasion on
which he was formally given his name, Jesus.  The name Jesus used in the English
New Testament comes from the Hebrew, Joshua, meaning Saviour.


